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The presentation addressed the
following question: What is the state’s right to
rule its subjects, conceptually speaking? To
address this question, the presentation used
Wesley Newcomb Hohfeld’s scheme of right
and asked which Hohfeldian incidents
constitute the right to rule. The presentation
first rejected the “Liberty-Right Interpretation”
of the right to rule by pointing out that, first, it
does not correspond with the normative
heterogeneity of our legal system, and second,
it cannot explain the state’s claim of the
subjects’ obligation to obey. Next, the
presentation rejected the “Claim-Right
Interpretation” by pointing out that it faces the
following three problems. First, like the
Liberty-Right Interpretation, it does not
correspond with the normative heterogeneity
of our legal system. Second, there is a striking
disanalogy between how the state imposes an
obligation and how a claim-right imposes an
obligation. Third, it has an implausible
implication that the subjects’ duty to obey is
owed to the state instead of other subjects.
Finally, the presentation argued for the
“Power Interpretation”” by maintaining that it
can overcome all three problems that the
Claim-Right Interpretation faces.

The commentator raised two
questions on the scope of the presentation.
First, it was pointed out that the conceptual
analysis provided by the presentation may not
apply to the more primitive legal systems
than the contemporary ones. Second, doubts
were raised that the presentation is guilty of
the “legalization of politics,” since it

exclusively focuses on the state’s right with
regard to a legal system and its functions. In
response to the first comment, the presenter
provided a methodological clarification that
the presentation intended to conduct a
conceptual analysis of the right to rule of the
contemporary state. In connection with this
point, the presenter replied to the second point
by claiming that the legalization of politics
does not pose a problem to the project of the
presentation, since there is a widely-shared
belief that the contemporary state lacks the
right to the extrajudicial exercise of political
power.
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This  paper explored the
phenomenon of agential injustice, which
occurs when individuals can be said to have
suffered a wrong, precisely by virtue of being
compelled, through certain aspects of their
situation, to wrong others. Despite its ubiquity,
the phenomenon of agential injustice has not
been sufficiently well-understood. In part, this
may be due to the fact that contemporary
moral philosophers tend to focus primarily on
the ways in which morality constrains the
agent to take the claims and demands of other
people into account in our deliberation. Yet,
emphasizing the “other-directed” aspect of
morality may obscure how morality also
possesses an important “self-directed” aspect
as well. In particular, it seems there is a sense
in which the moral agent to whom these
claims and demands are addressed can also
be said to possess a legitimate interest in
securing the conditions necessary for her to
access and sustain a morally good life, which
is taken to mean a life in which one can enter
into and maintain morally justifiable relations
with others.

Conceptualizing the morally
justifiable life as a valuable end in its own
right allows us to draw two lessons that
traditional approaches have tended to



overlook. First, the opportunity to access and
maintain morally justifiable relations with
others might plausibly be regarded as a good,;
namely, something that individuals may
possess to greater and lesser degrees
depending on their position in society, and
whose adequate provision is necessary in
order for an individual to live an objectively
worthwhile life. Second, insofar as it is
generally the case that the distribution of
opportunities to access important goods
generates claims of justice, individuals can be
seen as possessing a moral claim in ensuring
that the opportunity to access a morally
justifiable life is fairly distributed in society. In
short, people’s interest in morality can be
viewed as grounding a claim to morality. The
violation of this claim gives rise to what [ am
calling agential injustice.

This  paper
framework of Scanlonian contractualism to
analyze and defend the phenomenon of
According to
contractualism, agents will lack equal access

employed the

agential injustice.
to morally justifiable lives when they lack
equal access to the valuable relationship of
mutual recognition; a relationship that is
realized when agents relate to each other in
ways that the other could not reasonably
reject. Whether this kind of inequality counts
as an injustice will thus depend on whether
social and political arrangements that deny
individuals fair access to the relationship of
mutual recognition could be permitted by
principles that no one could reasonably reject.
The paper argued that the answer to this
question is that it could not. In light of the
overriding importance that contractualism

attributes to the relationship of mutual
recognition, there is strong reason to believe
that an individual could reasonably reject a
principle that failed to accord her a fair and
adequate opportunity to access this value.

In his comments, the discussant,
Professor  Shunsuke Sugimoto (Osaka
University of Economics), challenged the
argument of the presented paper on broadly
three grounds. First, while the paper had
adduced a set of examples which purportedly
feature individuals engaging in morally
wrong acts due to circumstances that are
beyond their control, the discussant
challenged the claim that the individuals
involved in these examples could be said to
have done something morally wrong, since
they cannot be said to be directly responsible
for the harming or killing of innocent people.
It was also pointed out that additional
substantive moral arguments would need to
be provided to support the claim that the
actions of these individuals are morally
wrongful. In response, the presenter agreed
that some more argument would need to be
supplied in order to substantiate this
normative  claim, drawing on the
contractualist moral theory presented in the
latter half of the paper. Second, the discussant
pointed out that, while he agreed with the
paper’s statement that victims of agential
injustice are wrongfully burdened due to
“economic, social, or cultural factors that are
fundamentally unfair,” no argument was
given in support of this claim within the paper.
In response, the presenter clarified that the
aim of the paper was not to vindicate this
claim, but rather to take this intuition as a



starting point and explore what kind of
theoretical framework could elucidate and
justify it. The presenter conceded that if no
such framework could be given, then the
intuition may have to be revised. Finally,
the discussant stated that, although he agreed
with the central thesis of the paper with
regard to the existence of agential injustice, he
disagreed with the claim that a relational
egalitarian framework would provide the
most convincing explanation of this
phenomenon. A luck egalitarian framework,
according to which justice requires removing
inequalities that result from the effects of
brute luck, may give us a more adequate
explanation of the injustice of agential
injustice. The presenter responded that, while
it may be true that the luck egalitarian
framework could be employed to explain
agential injustice, there are also problems
with the luck egalitarian approach that make
it unattractive. In particular, the tendency of
luck egalitarians to focus exclusively on the
value or disvalue of the state of affairs does
not appear to adequately capture our intuition
that the victims of agential injustice have been
specifically “wronged” in their capacity as
moral agents.
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e  Kwon Hyoji (FHEHAT) [The
Effect of Empathy on Fairness Ideals |

Kwon #2&DEH -

In this study, we examine the
effect of empathy on faimess ideals such as
strict egalitarian, liberal egalitarian, and
libertarian views. Since these faimess ideals
distributional
preferences, we classify the subjects’ type
through several distribution decisions. We
then conduct a dictator game with or without

coexist as  individuals’

allowing empathic consideration. The results
of our experiment show that empathy
increases average share to the receiver, but the
effect of empathy differs among types of
fairness ideals. Moreover, dictators who are
classified as liberal egalitarian show the most



significant gap between the baseline
treatment and empathy treatment. Our results
imply that the effect of empathy is stronger
than expected, but the degree is different

between fairness ideals.
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A Fang Xin (FEHK5) [The
Beauty Contest Effect in the Stock
Price Prediction Experiments |

Fang 5 DEHY

Based llomaki(2012), 1
designed a stock price prediction experiment
to verify the relationship between the
asymmetric the
beauty-contest experiment

on

information and
effect. The
contains two sessions. In the first session, all
players are informed and given some private
information about future stock price. In the
second session, 30 players are informed and 3
players are uninformed. I applied LSDV and
analysed the experiment data. The results
showed that when there was no(or low level)
asymmetric information, the beauty-contest
effect did not occur.
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[Experimental Analysis of Hedonic
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