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The purpose of this presentation is to
reconsider the validity of Habermas's co-
originality thesis of private and public autonomy.
This thesis has been frequently discussed since
it was formulated in Between Facts and Norms.
In the past, liberal theorists have criticized the
co-originality thesis. In addition to this

theoretical question, a new practical question is
brought up by the rise of populist movements. |
believe that the recent rise of populist
movements seems to cast doubt on the validity
again.

In this paper, first | show the basic argument
of Habermas’s co-originality thesis. This thesis
means that the relationship between private and
public autonomy is a mutually supportive one.
Second, | consider liberal criticism to it,
especially paying attention to Charles Larmore’s
views. He criticizes that Habermas actually
makes public autonomy prior to private
autonomy. In addition, Liberals have another
worry that public autonomy threatens private
autonomy in populist movement. Finally,
responding to liberal criticisms, | clarify that
deliberative politics, derived from the co-
originality thesis, is stable enough to protect the
individual rights. The rights have been created
from the mutually supportive relationship
between public and private autonomy:.

I conclude that the co-originality thesis has a
strong point, indeed namely its stability. The
strong point results from the fact that the thesis
draw its credibility from the reconstruction of
citizen’s practices in modern society. The
protection of individual rights become stable
through citizen’s practices. Therefore, if we
want to vigorously protect individual rights, we
must be more strongly committed to the
constitution as an ongoing democratic project.
The constitution is not just given, but the
achievement of the mutually supportive
relationship. We must create the rights
themselves and develop them as ‘our’ project.
That is the only way to give the individual rights
a protection that is strongly enough to keep the



populist threat at bay.
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The presentation investigated the appeal and
defensibility of Scanlon’s contractualist view. In
particular,  Scanlon’s relationship-based
approach was defended from the following two
criticisms: that the moral relationship Scanlon
identifies is too abstract to ground moral
requirements, and that our moral reasons to
respect the basic rights and claims of others
cannot be subject to modification by an
impairment in this relation. With regard to the
first criticism, it was pointed out that the moral
relationship is a substantive relationship that
applies between rational beings, who are
mutually vulnerable to the reasons that others
recognize as appropriately governing their
conduct towards each other. With regard to the
second criticism, it was argued that the moral
relationship does appear to be subject to
modification when someone manifests a failure
to appreciate any reason whatsoever to treat
others in ways that others could not reasonably
reject.

Two comments were made by Professor
Hidehiro Takikawa (Rikkyo University). First,
doubts were raised regarding whether it is
possible for Scanlon’s  relationship-based
approach to adequately explain why we have
moral obligations towards strangers who we
have never interacted with. Second, it was
pointed out that the relationship-based approach
appears to commit itself to the counter-intuitive
idea that those who engage in immoral actions
thereby forfeit their right to moral treatment
entirely. In response to the first comment, the
presenter responded that that further conceptual

analysis into the notion of a “relationship” is
required to substantiate Scanlon’s claim. In
response to the second comment, the presenter
suggested that a relationship can be impaired by
various degrees, and that the counter-intuitive
implication that agents who impair the moral
relationship thereby forfeit their basic moral
rights may be avoided by engaging in a more
careful examination of the various ways in
which a relationship can be said to be impaired.
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After studying the society and politics of
the Netherlands, Lijphart proposed a political
theory;, namely, consociationalism.
Consociationalism aims to promote and
promise a democratic solution to societies
confronted by durable ethnic division and
political conflicts. Consociationalism has four
major components: executive power-sharing,
proportionality that characterizes the allotment
of govermment revenue and the state budget; the
right of every group to veto any agenda that
would negatively affect its members; and the



self-government of each ethnic group.
Consociational theory derives from the cases of
four western European countries—Austria,
Belgium, the Netherlands, and Switzerland—
where different ethnic groups live in different
geographical regions. Although citizens in those
countries use distinct languages and adhere to
various religions, they maintain a system of
consocitionalism in their governance systems,
possess the power to veto, and have rights to
power-sharing. The purpose of my presentation
was to offer an illustrative analysis in order to
determine why Myanmar cannot build a
suitable federal governmental system in general,
and what particular arrangements should be in
place while relating to the federal constitution of
Switzerland.

My conclusion is Myanmar currently
demonstrates a need to reach political consensus
among all ethnic groups and ethnic arms groups
in the country regarding equality among them.
To reach such consensus, a consociational type
of federal demoacratic constitution can help. Asa
severely divided country, Myanmar needs to
strengthen ties between democracy movements
and ethnic rights movements in order to
construct a federal democratic system.
Constitutional ~ arrangements  alone  are
insufficient to the task of building a federal
society; by contrast, multiple sectors, including
education, media, and civic law, need to
continually collaborate.

After the presentation, Dr Kana
Sakaguchi discussed the importance of studying
other countries where the Consociationalism
failed to accommodate such kind of severely
divided societies. In order to make the study
comprehensive, she encouraged to critically

analyze and continue researching other practical
variables other than the 4 components
Consociationalism in order to solve Myanmar
political conflicts.
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[Party Polarization, Past and Present: A
Historical Perspective on Political
Divisions in the U.S. |
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Generations of American political scientists
have argued that conditions in the U.S. inhibit
the development of party polarization. Yet here
we are, in 2018, bearing witness to the back-
and-forth of two American parties that are more
polarized than ever. What happened? In this
lecture, Jeffrey Selinger will describe how
polarization emerged as a defining feature of
U.S. party politics. His account will focus on
two dimensions of this problem: how “old”
conditions which once discouraged polarization



have diminished in importance over time, and
how the capacity of elite groups to defuse
polarizing controversies has waned. Along the
way, he will offer some historical perspective on
the developments that have made Donald
Trump’s rise to power possible.
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