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“Ideology and Nationalism”

Speakers : Masahisa Endo - Willy Jou
(Waseda University)

“The Decline of Ideological Voting?:
Examining Generational and
Educational Differences”

Discussant : Etsushi Tanifuji (Waseda

University)

Speaker : Wang Yi (Waseda University)

“Chinese Media Transition and News
Production of Nationalism: Three
Approaches”

Discussant : Etsushi Tanifuji (Waseda

University)
Chair: Airo Hino (Waseda University)

Endo and Jous presentation
attempted to compare of
ideological voting in Japan both across
time and among different demographic

levels

groups. Many scholars have examined
how ideology affects vote choice, with
recent works paying particular
attention to whether the impact of
ideological orientations on vote choice
has weakened as the positions of major
parties in many democracies converge
and an increasing number of citizens
without partisan identifications make
up their minds on the basis of
short-term factors.

The paper found that 1) ideology is
least likely to make a difference among
citizens with lower education; 2)

cohorts born during and immediately

16

after World War II more frequently
utilize ideology as a voting cue than
the youngest cohort, but results vary
by party. In addition, 3) while
voters  consistently
supported the Liberal Democratic
Party (LDP), results are mixed for the
Japan Communist Party (JCP), and
thus one cannot conclude that
ideological voting is more likely for
parties farther from the center.

The discussant, Prof Etsushi
Tanifuji, raised three questions: 1) how
this paper contributes to voting

conservative

behavior studies in Japan; 2) to what
extent is this paper significant in the
field of election studies in international
contexts, and 3) what factor
determines the generational divide in

ideological understanding. The
presenters replied to the first two
questions by emphasizing the
importance of distinguishing
differences  among  demographic

groups, rather than only examining
the electorate as a whole,
investigating the impact of ideology on
voting. In response to the question 3),
they referred to another study they

when

conducted that focuses on sharp
contrasts in ideological understanding
among generations and highlights the
role of political socialization in shaping
how citizens' perception of parties.

Yis presentation is about news
production of nationalism in China. He
proposed three approaches, political,
economic and culturalideological, to
analyze why Chinese news media are



prone to produce nationalism while
often exclude
particularly
coverage. All the three approaches
have their own explanatory power and
are not mutually exclusive with each

competing  values,
in international news

other. In sum, news production of
nationalism is bounded and shaped by
both  materialist and  cultural
configurations. In comparison to
advanced industrialized societies, the
political power, changing relations
between state and society, media
transition, and  national-specific
nationalist culture are the main
distinctions the Chinese context
indicates. All of the three approaches
contain two contrasting mechanisms:
incentive and control. The state
(through institutions, policies, and
administrative commands), market

(through competition for wining
profits), and culture/ideology (through
cognitive  prism and  majority
legitimation) activate news production
of nationalism and constraint the
oppositional values. When political,
economic and cultural factors converge,
nationalism arises in media while
internationalism is kept marginal.
Unlike traditional Marxism,
internationalism and  liberalism,
nationalism enjoys the privilege in
Chinese politics and society, and meets
the triple conditions.

The discussant, Prof. Etsushi
Tanifuji, offered him with suggestions,
such as the ambiguity of some
concepts in his presentation. He
agreed that he ignored the necessary
clarity of the related concepts.
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